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DONATIONS to ensure continued production of this
magazine can be made in the donation box at Church




Weddings

A marriage service, wherever it is held, is a public
declaration of love and commitment. If you choose to
get married in church there is an added dimension -
the assurance that God cares about your relationship.
Including God in your marriage doesn’t mean you will
avoid all the usual ups and downs, but you will know
that you can look to God for help and guidance and that His love will
sustain you. The Church of England thoroughly believes in marriage for
the wellbeing of individuals and society. We, the Christian Church family
at 5t Mary’s, would be happy to be part of that adventure too.

Baptisms {Christening}

Mast parents feel the need to say "thank you” to someone
for the wonderful gift of their child. That someone is, of
course, God who gives life to us all. Jesus told his
disciples to baptise people who wanted to become
Christians and join His church. It makes sense to give
your child the very best start in life and what could be
better than to encourage them from the very earliest days to be open to
God and to know of His love for them. Whatever your age it is never too
late to be baptised. Adults can get baptised too!

Who's Who at St. Mary's
Rector: Revd Jane Brown
Tel: 286 3737
Email: jane.brown@leeds.anglican.org
Churchwardens: Avis Ball (2863283) & Alyson Hampshire (2860584)
Readers: Adrienne Doney (2863088), Hazel Booth (2867544)
& Carole Ross (07599515674)
Organist &
Director of Music: Gillian Hainsworth (0113 2861881)
Magazine Editor: Colin Barwell (2867004 )
Verger: Alyson Hampshire (2860584
Church & Parish
Centre Bookings: Alyson Hampshire { 2860554 )
St Mary's Website: www.st-marys-garforth.co.uk

Regular weekly services are held: Sunday at 8.00am & 10.00am; and
Wednesday 9.30am. Large Print service sheets & hymn books available,
The Church is open most days for private reflection and prayer. There is a
LOOP system installed in church to aid the hard of hearing.
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Autumn - a season for church
and community to come
together

What do you associate with autumn? Golden
colours, bright crisp mornings, warming

drinks, leaves trampled underfoot, firing up ’fﬁ"‘ '
the heating, comfort food.... £

If we are alive to the rhythms of nature, t
autumn has a peculiar personality of its own. It's a time of great
beauty, but also a time of decay, of nights that are closing in.
For many that means a withdrawal into more solitude. Yet,
autumn is a season that abounds with opportunities for
communities to unite in celebration, or indeed commemaoration.

It is also a season of new starts for many - children start new
classes or schools, students new courses and many, like myself,
start new jobs or take on new responsibilities. Despite the decay
in the natural world {which will of course |lead to new life in
Spring) both society and church fill this time of year with
festivals.

So, what an ideal point in the year to begin my role as Rector of
Garforth! There are so many opportunities for me to meet you
over the next few weeks, as I begin my journey of discovery,
finding out about St Mary's and the community and the people
we serve. [ am giving you a head start in getting to know me,
and my husband, Paul in the article on pages 10 and 11. But I
will need your help to get to know you!

In these next few months, these shared church and community
events and festivals provide a great chance to try church out if
you haven't been for a while {(or ever). Join us:

In the fun and thankfulness of Harvest, as we
acknowledge the abundance and diversity of God's A
creation, at Harvest — a time of plenty for many, g %ﬁ\
but a time we also stand alongside those who lack uﬁ )
food and basic provisions.



As we commemaorate those who have died or
suffered as a result of war, on
Remembrance Sunday - a time of solemn
recognition of their sacrifice but also of
looking forward to and praying for peace in
our world. A particularly important occasion
in this the centenary of the end of WW1.

In waiting and anticipating the coming of our
Saviour Jesus Christ, during Advent - a time
of welcome space and stillness, amongst the
busyness of Christmas preparations.

As autumn turns to winter and we go all out 4.

in joyful celebration of the birth of Jesus, at *;’;h*\\
Christmas - a time filled with giving, &;ui.a?% :
receiving and, of course, lots and lots of r* .Y
singing!

We are certainly not short of things to look forward to in
these coming weeks and months. You'll find more details in
the rest of this magazine.

St Mary’'s is a church serving anyone and everyone in
Garforth, so do make it yours....

As a Church of England church, we are here not just for our
members but for the community as a whole. Here to walk
with you through the good times and the difficult times.
Here to help you mark the important points in your
life.....baptism (Christening)}, weddings and funerals, as well
as the seasons of life....parenthood, work, ageing....

You will always be welcome — without judgement, pressure
or obligation.

And, as I get out and about in Garforth, do say hello....
Reya Jane



Remembrance Sunday - Community Act
of Remembrance

To mark the centenary of the end of World War One, this
vear's Community Act of Remembrance will be held at:

10:45am on Sunday 11th November
at the new War Memorial
in Garforth Cemetery

Services in 5t Mary's Church on that day will be:

9:30am - Holy Communion Service
10:30am - Procession to the new War Memorial
10:45am - Act of Remembrance in Church, for those
who are unable to go to the new War
Memorial

Following the Act of Remembrance,
refreshments will be served in 5t Mary's
Parish Centre,

Café Church @
St Mary's

Sundays at 3.00pm

21 October
25 November

This is Cafe Style worship for anyone who wants something
a little bit different.

Everyone is welcome, whatever their age.
Come along and join us in a new act of worship.




Two Minutes’ Silence
By Maurice Norman

Every year, on Remembrance Day, as the
'Last FPost' sounds, and I stand with every-
one else, silent and motionless, I see a
young man, with red hair, smiling - always
smiling. Naturally, he was called 'Ginger' -
Ginger Kent.,

I first met him at Barnard Castle, where we
joined the Roval Armoured Corps. From
that time on, we were always together;
through our training, then in the South of
England, in Belgium and, in March 1945 when we were both
pasted to the 44th. Royal Tank Regiment, near Kleine Meeres in
Limburg.

On our first day, when we were lined up on parade, the Sguadron
Sergeant-Major pointed with his finger and said to Ginger,
"There's your tank. Go!" He waved his finger again and gave me
the order, "You! Over there! Gal!" The regiment was equipped
with amphibious tanks and we had to make them ready for an
attack.

I was very disappointed with my crew. The corporal was a surly
individual who did not know how to smile or be friendly. The
gunner, who was nick-named 'Rommel', was simply crazy. The
driver was called Maurice, like me. He sported a thin moustache,
thought he was Casanova and had only one thought in his head.
The radio operator was so non-descript I can neither remember
his face nor his name. When I saw Ginger at mealtime, I asked
him how things went. "Good"”, he said. "Everybody was friendly
and they told me and showed me everything. We had a laugh
and they even let me drive the tank on the water." For him
things had gone well and I thought, "Lucky him!" T was quite
envious.

At this time, the Allied advance had been halted by the Rhine
since all the bridges across the river had been destroyed., The
plan was for our regiment to move across the river with its tanks
and support an attack to establish a bridgehead on the other
side. Then a new bridge would be built and everything would go
forward again. For about 7 days, we practiced on the River Maas,




entering, leaving and manoeuvring in the current, and then
came the day - or rather the night.

In the dark, we made our way to the Rhine and hid in the
forest amongst the trees. All the next day, behind a screen of
smoke, we waited and, around mid-night, we were each given
a shot of rum. I had a sip but did not like it, s0 gave it to one
of the others.

We drove out of the forest and, one after another, our tanks
entered the water. We had to travel up-stream, against the
current, to our exit point, arriving as the sun began to rise and
it slowly became light. Whilst we were on the water, resistance
was slight, Our secrecy had been successful, thank God! When
we left the river, the sun was shining brightly and a lot of
'‘planes, mostly Dakotas, flew over us.

Now the work began. We had to drive, first along the bank of
the river, then over the fields and through the villages, seeking
out the enemy. For the whole day, we fought without a let-up
and, about 4 o’clock, Ginger’s tank received a hit. We fought
on and, as usual, when it got dark

our tanks all gathered together to
form a ‘laager’.
As we replenished our ammunition
and fuel, I learned that Ginger
‘and all of his crew had been Killed.
This was his first day in battle. He
was only 19, the same age as me.
As I stand there, I think of this
and always wonder: what would
B have happened if, that day when
W we were on parade, he had been
L on my other side when the
» Sergeant-Major picked us out? I
feel ashamed that 1 was envious
of him. I was really the lucky one.
So, there 1 stand until the
‘Reveille’ sounds. I don't hear his
voice but I see his face clearly,
smiling - always smiling.

Maurice with Tich, a fellow
trooper. The tank in the







