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Weddings

A marriage service, wherever it is held, is a public
declaraticn of love and commitment. If you choose to
get marred in church there is an added dimension —the
assurance that God cares about your relationship.
Including Goed in your marnage doesn’t mean you will
avoid all the usual ups and downs, but you will know that you can look
to God for help and guidance and that His love will sustain you. The
Church of England thoroughly believes in marriage for the wellbeing of
individuals and scciety. We, the Christian Church family at
St Mary's, would be bappy to be part of that adventure
Lo,

Baptisms (Christening}

Most parents feel the need to say “thank you" to someche
for the wonderful gift of their child. That scmeone is, of
course, God who gives life to us all. Jesus told his disciples to baptise
people who wanted to become Chrstians and join His church. [t makes
sense to give your child the very best start in life and what could be
better than to encourage them from the very earliest days to be ocpento
God and to know of His love for them. Whatever your age it is never too
late to be baptised. Adults can get baptised too!

For more information or to book your wedding or enquire about
baptism, contact via the website or churchwardens ( see below).

Who's Who at 5t. Mary's

Rector: Yocancy — all engulrles to
Churchwardens or via the Chunch Website below

C hurchwa rdens: Avis Ball [2861231] & Alysen Harmpshire [2860584)
Reade rs: Adrenne Doney [2863088), Hazel Booth [2867044)4%

Carale Ress (075935 19674)
Qrganlst & Director of Musle:  Gilks Hamswarth (0113 286188()
Magazrine Editor: Caln Barwell [286T034)
Yerger: Alysan Hampshire [2860584)
Church & Pardsh Centre Booldngs: Alyson Hanpshire [2860584)
5t Mary's webslte: wwwarmarys-gadfarthoouk

Regular weekly services are held: Sunday at 8.00am & 10.00am; and
Wednesday 9.20am. Large Print service sheets B hymn books
available. The Church is open most days for private reflecticn and
prayer. There is a LOOFP system installed in church to aid the hard of
hearing.




The Show Must Go On!

During the pericd of vacancy at St Mary's,
perhaps you have wondered whether the Church
has managed to continue ts ministry here in
Garforth. Well I can assure you that it has! With
thanks to the many pecple of the Parish who
have worked hard and taken on extra roles, and
also the visiing clergy who have come to lead
our worship.

As we approach Pentecost, the birthday of the Church, it's wonderful to
think back over all the baptisms that we have had at St Mary's over
the recent months,

After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension to heaven, the disciples were
left to continue His work bere on earth. Jesus promised His disciples
that He would send the Holy Spirit to come at Pentecost. The Holy
Spirt is God's presence with us now. When they had received the Holy
Spirit, the Bible tells us that they worked together to share the news of
Jesus’ death and resurrecton. They invited pecple to be baptised in
the name of Jesus Christ.

The Bible also tells us that, *The Lord added to their number daily™.
This is still continuing today! Here at St Mary's we have regularly been
welcoming people inte our church for baptiem and to become part of
the family of God.

Most of our baptisms have been babies, but we have also baptised
young people and adults; everyone is welcome to be part of God's
family. In baptism we ask that God will lead cur lives, or our babies
lives in the way that He wants us to live. We ask that we will know His
lowe; during both the happy times and the sad times in our lives.

But baptism isn't just for the individual being baptised. It relies on
parents bringing children to baptism, or a personal decisicn to be
baptised, Godparents who promise to belp bring them up to know and
understand God, and families and friends who come to support them.
It is alsoc important that there are members of the regular congregation
at the service, who promise to pray for them, support them and
wielcome them into the Church.

It has been wonderful to invite so many new pecple inte our Church



amd to be part of cur services. If you have been to orme of these
services then we hope you emoyed it and found a warm welcome
at St Mary's. Why not come back and join us in support of
someone else who is coming for baptism by being part of the
congregation who welcomes them inte the Church?

If vou would like to send a phote of your baptism to church, we

would like to make a display of the baptisms we have had during
the vacancy. You could bring them with you to a church service or
just deliver them to church with the name and date of your
baptism onthem and alse your permission to display them. It
would be lovely to see all the pecple who have been baptised
here and to know that the words of the early disciples are still
true today.

“And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being
saved." Acts 2 verse 47,

The Show Does Still Go On!

With Love, Hazel (C of E Reader)

Stepping Stones @
St Mary's

Sundays at 3.00pm

3rd June

15th July

This is Café Style worship for anyone who wants
something a little bit different.
Everyone is welcome, whatever their age.

Come along and join us in a new act of worship.
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Is it your 50" Wedding
Anniversary this year? Or have
you been married even longer?
Then you are invited to a special service of
blessing and thanksgiving in Ripon Cathedral on
Sunday 10th June 2018 at 3.30pm. The invitation
also extends to couples married for more than
fifty years, and we especially welcome those who
have reached the major achievement of a
Diamond Wedding anniversary.

The service is always a splendid occasion. It's a
time to give thanks, to renew vows, to reflect on,
and above all, to celebrate so many years of
married life. Everyone thoroughly enjoys the
occasion, as witness the many letters of thanks
we receive each year from those who came to
the service.

Anyone interested should apply

to:

Mrs Linda Bennett,
The Chapter House, Ripon Cathedral,
Minster Road, Ripon, HG4 1QT




Charlie the Church Mouse has some
exciting news!

I was so excited when I heard people at church
talking about a eycle race! They were calling it
the Tour de Yorkshire,

I decided I just had to go to see it for myself, It

was quite frightening going all the way down Chureh Lane even when I
was running in the grass at the side of the road, And I had tocross
some roads too, Phew, that was scary, cars and big vans, and I just
got across before a great big bus came thundering towards me,

Main Street was packed with people waiting to see the race, and I had
to be really careful not to get trodden on by all Those feet!

It was hard trying To see what was going on without people seeing me,
I stopped outside several shops to see where I could get the best
view, I knew the bikes were coming when I heard all the shouting and
cheering, And then, suddenly they had passed and it was all aver,
What an exciting day!

Would you like to know where I stopped? There isa small picture of
me in the windows of the six shops I stopped outside,

I thought we could have a competition, The first personwho can find
the names of all the shops, and gets them all right, will win a prize,

Just leave the competition page opposite at 51 Mary's Church, Tt is
open every day till 3pm and on a Sunday marning,

Good Luck!



Charlie the Church Mouse Competition

I have found a picture of Charlie in these six
shops:

You must be under 14 to enter this competition, but you are allowed o
have a grown-up’s help!

hame:

Age:

Cortact:

Flease leave in an envelope at the back of church, addressed to:
Charlie the Church Mouse Competition



ST MARY'S YOUTH THEATRE CELEBRATE
THEIR
258™ ANNIVERSARY

This year sees the 257 anniversary of the very
first show performed by St Mary's Youth
Theatre back in 15923 in the old St Mary's
church hall which used to stand in the Paddock
next to the church.
At the time, there was a problem with gangs of
yvouths hanging arocund the local off-licences
creating a culture of drug and alcobol abuse.
They had nowhere to go and very little to
occupy their free time. After discussions with
the Rector and a kind denation of £500 from
the PCC | decided to create something for the young pecple of
Garforth to take part in and, being imdolved with Musical Theatre,
gave me the idea of putting on a show. Joseph And The Amazing
Techmicolor Dreamcoat was chosen. Posters went up arcund Garforth
imviting 8 to 18 year olds to come along to avditions; friends and
colleagues I knew inthe entertainment business were invited on board
and rebearsals began. The show was rebearsed and performed in 8
weeks by a cast of 60 plus children to thunderous acclaim in the
church hall which was converted inte a Pharach's tomb by a local
artist. The following week they returned eager to find cut what they
were doing next. What began as a one-off production became the
start of many shows to come.
In 1565, two weeks before we were due to perform a concert at the
Church Hall, a disastrous fire caused by an electrical fault burned
down the church hall, destroying costumes, props and sets we had
stored there. This could easily have been the end of SMYT but as a
result we pulled together and grew stronger, gradually replacing our
leeses. The concert went abead at Brigshaw School. Being members of
the Leeds Civic Arts Guild we were invited to perform at the Leeds
Civic Theatre and when the Civic became the Leeds Museum we
moved cver to the Carriageworks Theatre in Millennium Square. We
have been fortunate inthe past 25 years to perform at the Royal
Mational Theatre in London, the Stephen Joseph Theatre in
Scarborough and the York Theatre Royal. We have a strong production
team who give up their time voluntanly and it is down to them that
the group is as strong now as it was 25 years ago, in fact we are
much stronger having won many awards for the various shows we

“ have done including Les Miserables, Jesys Chrst Superstar, Whistie




Down The Wind, Annie and Rent to name just a few.

I really cannot believe 25 years have passed by so quickly, but being
invelved with all the young pecple in that time has given me a sense
of fulfillment and satisfaction seeing them make new friends in a safe
envirecnment, gaining self-confidence and self-awareness as well as
learning new skills in Dance, Singing and Drama.

Cur Cousin Flo

A recentconcert at St Many’s




Eco Tips from the Church of England

May — Inthe utility room

When using a washing machine ensure there is a full

load and turn downthe temperature. Heating the water — =~ S
to higher temperatures uses maore energy. ni‘ “'n ‘
Electric tumble dryers use enargy. If it's a nice day, dry

your clothes outside . In the winter most drying is done

by the wind, so check the farecast for wind days and

nights as you can hang washing overnight (as there is no | Sl o S el Dol il
daw in the wintar].

Irons use a lotof electricity to get hot — only iron clothes that really need it

Cut up old clothes or sheets that youwere going to throw out, to use as cloths for
Cleaning jobs rather than buyirg new cleaning choths.,

June — Haliday highlights

Going for a day out to the beach? Take a bag in your pocket and
pickup any litter you see. [Bring rubber gloves toal]

Planning your day out or holiday journey ? Use public transpart if
voucan to reduce your carbon emissions. Travelling by train or
ferry to Europe can be part of the adventure.

if you are planning to fiy for your holiday m ake sure you carbon
offset the carbon you gener ate from your flight eg. with Climate
Stewards www.clim atestewards.org’ Holiday waste? Whenyou
are away, try totake as much care to save energy, recycle, prevent food waste as you
would at home.

July — Your electrical appliances

| I You cansave around £30 a year just by
| remembearing to turnyour appliances off at the plug
— rather than leaving them instandby mode.

@ W anergysavingtrustongukhom e enargy
¥ TPl efficiency fenargy saving guick wins
Take your phone charger out of the socket when not
in use. it uses enargy even when its not charging your p hone.
Buy A rated electrical appliances whenever you can. They may be more expensiee initially
but youwill save on your ensrgy bills.
The location of yvour fridge can make a difference in how enargy efficient it is. Make sure
it 5 outofdirect sunlight and not close to the oven. Kesping it against an outside wallwill
help the heat it genarates escape easily, and ahw ays make sure that there i a few inches’

lm \
N
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space all around the fridge so that air can circulate

Electrical gadgets are great, but the environmeantal impact of manufacturing them and
disposing of them at the end of their life is high. Think before yvou buy more gadgets.
August — Inthe car ¢
Im the car drive avway immediately w han starting 'E'EI
from cold idling to heat the engine wastes fuel
and causes rapid engine wear.

Whendriving, the most efficient speed depands
upon the car inguestion, but s typically around 55 &5mph. Faster speeds will greatly
imcrease your fusl corsumption. Skoww dovwnand allow a little more time for jourmsys,
Change your car breakdown cover to a company that campaigns foar better
environmental trarsport measures, rather than being partof the road transport lobby eg
Ervironme ntal Transport Association weww.etaco.uk

In the car switch your engine off if you pull over or are stuck intraffic for even a minute.
It saves you fud, reduces the nitrous cxide pollution for you and those around you and
Cuts moise pall ution.

The Church’s Charitable Giving
Through the gerercsity of the pecple of Garforth in response to
special appeals, and by donaticrns, St Mary's has been able to support
the following charties and organisaticns durng 201 7:

LUNICEF £500
Church Army £200
Water Aid £300
Christian Aid £200
Crisis £200
LCCT £30

Martin House £7e7
Smile Train £200

Bible Reading Fellowship £100
West Yorks, Destitute asylum Network £200
Leeds Church Extension Society £200

TOTAL FOR 2017 £2896.77




Why We Love St Mary’s Junior Choir

By Charlotte and Eve Houghton

When is choir?

Cheir is on Wednesdays at St Mary‘s Church, Garforth, after scheol and
refreshments are served between 3:30 and 4pm. We go into church
around 4 and then we sing some songs. It finishes at 4:45 after 45
minutes singing fun and serious sengs with Gill.

What is our favourite song?

Our favourtte song is hard to decide but it is very clese between “Lord 1
Pray” and “When I Think About The Cross”. However, if we had to
decide between the twe it would just be *When 1 Think About The
Cross" because tt is very lullaby like and enjoyable. We enjoy all the
songs including seme more jazzy ones such as “Every Brand New Day"
and "Celebrate”.

What is our favourite part?

The best bit for us is deing warm ups with Gill, because she always
makes us laugh and they are fun. We also really emjoy performances
because we get to show pecple what we have being deing at practises
and sing to other pecple. Many pecple love the very beginning because
they can chat to their friends and eat some biscuits!



Whe runs it?

Gill rurs jumicr and senicr choir as well as playing the organ at church
services. Avis, who goes to the church, is usually at choir and helps Gill
to ook after us. There are also a couple of people each week who serve
our refreshments (juice and biscuits) before ensuring any cups are
retur ned.

How long have we been going to junior choir?

We have been going to Junicr choir roughly 1 years and are still
going, emoying all ocur time there. Currently, we are some of the cldest
choir members as we have just had many new pecple. Evidently, that
is good for the choir and means that many more people bring along
friends.

Where do we perform?

We wsually perform in church but

have also performed at Augustus

Court and the Miners Welfare Hall in

Garforth (Main Street ). When

N performing we wear matching royal
blue pole shirts and opticnal

sweaters,

What services do we perform at?

We perform at special services such
as Mothers’ Day and Easter Sunday.
We do most things at Christmas
because we do the Christingle and the
Crib Service. Our favourte time to
perform is Mothers' Day because we
get a bunch of daffodils to give to cur mums.

Anyone aged 6 or over whao is interested in joining Junior Chaoir please contact
our Organist/Director of Music:

Gillian Hainsworth on 0113 2861881 /07903 500473

Or email: lawg 2@ hotmailcom



SING, SING, SING

Cur revred ex-Rector, Gordon Cooper wriles

I have heard the saying many tiemes "Music is goodfor
the Soul', well now | cn certanly vouch for that
my retrement | have poined a Choir, White Rose Male *
Voice Praise, and have found the singing and the
fellowship great | cannot read music but | an pickup
a tune and the other “lads’ are very supportive. | have
found singing a real blessing and goirg (o varous
places 10 sing, and hare the Gospel with others a real
privilege.

One of the first performances | took part in was the
Snowdrop Fesoval atr Sc
Mary's Church,
Swilington in February.

Future Engagements 2018

Sunday 7th Ccrober  Litlermoor Gospel Chagel Chesterfield 5.00pm
Tuesday |3th Nov Garforth Evangebaal Church
Cormmunity Programme 2.30pm
Monday 3rd Dec Boston Spa Community Coffee Moming
Cormmunity Centre, Deepdale Lane [0.00am
Wednesday 5th Dec  Airedale Gospel Hall, Royd's Avenue, Community
Chrisrnas Outreach Prograrmme 3.00pm
Thursday |3th Dec Normanton Cvic Carol Service “All Saints Parish
Churéh ™ High St Normanton 7.00pm
Friday |4th Dec “Friday Music Evening” Church at the Crossroads,
Parkin Avenue, Seby 7.00pm




+ White Rose Male Voice Praise éf"%yz
W2/

Who are wel Vewrg

Wie are a choir of Christian men drawn from a vanery of dwrdies and

denamnations. Formed in the summer of 2010, we are afibated 1o a nadonal o rgansa-
g of srmilar dhoire the Fesovals OFf Male Vaice Prase.

Where are wel

We are based in Castleford, West Yorkshire England, but draw our members from
quite widely i the county. We normally meel weekly (o rénearse. We have a great
deal of fun ogeth er as well as polshing our sngn g skills

What do we gol

Cuir smgng takes us 1o community centres, churdhes and chapels of all kinds, prisons
and residental homes We also sing at choir festivals, weddngs,

fanerals and a varely of sodal occasions, and we have recorded the backing track for a
carrrmerdal CO.

What ks cur alm?

Cuir arn, wherever we go, s o provide

pleasure and enpoyrment (o our BsDen ers, at no
tharge. Depending an the venue, the songsmay ||
be interspersed with items of cormedy or serous
cantent Many of our songs, of course, have a
spdringal| favour, but we are equally at hame with
a broader varery of material

You can contactus as follows:
+ Emall: mallifwhiterosemviong. uk
+ Canductar: Trever Jones = 0793 1 767907

+ Secretary: Fred Moss = 07986 636561

Dan't hesitate o gel i toudh, whether you are nterested in jjoning the dchair, want o
MviLe U s Lo sng, or have some general endguires.




Rector Appointment
Announcement

The Rt. Revd. Nicholas Baines, the Bishop of
Leeds, is pleased to announce that the Revd.
Jane Brown, currently serving as Assistant
Curate in the Benefice of Bamham in the
Diocese of York, has been appointed as Rector
of Garforth in the Leeds Episcopal Area. The
Licensing Service will take place on Thursday 20
September 2018 at 7.30pm at 5t Mary’s Church,
Garforth. Bishop Nick will be officiating.

Revd. Jane, pictured right, said “l am very
excited by the prospect of moving to Garforth
and working with others in the Church and
wider community to share the experience of
God’s love with the people of the town.”

Revd. Jane and her husband will also feature in
our next issue of the Spire!







Trip to Swaziland by Mel Blackband r :L!F

Im December last year my friend Elizabeth [whaoisa

"Swazi’] and |, wenttovisit her homeland . Swaziland is N

asmall kingdom entirely contained within the Republic ; AFRICA 5
of Sout h Africa. It is mountainous country and even . --..-é N R |
though it was high summer we could have rubbed our : Vp—.

eyes and believed we weare inthe Lake District [ona .ﬁ : iy
gooddayl] ; ¥
We had an uneventful 16 hour flight via Doha to lohan- o e o
nesburg. lohannesburg was rather ‘edgy’ at the time, as e & | e

the ANC were in conference in attem pts to getrid of the

president, lacob Zuma. We were warned to stay fairly close to the hotel. We didn't but
were guite safe, helped no doubt by Elizabeth’s fluency in her native language of Zulu.
Assailed by multiple street sellers, she guickly dispatc hed them, somatimes in unprinta-
ble language butof course totally lost on mel

Qn the third day we were collected by her daughter and dr iven through the border to
Swazilard. Leaving SAwas a trial in so far 3 we were photographed, fingerprinted and
interrogated. Ten yards further on we were welcomed into Swaziland bysmiles and a
cursony wave through, After a long drive we arrived in Mbabne the capital. This s a
small town abowt as big as Garforth but with mamy banks and churches and an enor-
mous bus station. There are not too many cars and most people traval on small mink
buses called ‘coombis’. These are very cheap, consistenty full to bursting and subjectto
regular roadside checks by police who wsually end up throwing a few people off because
of overcrowding. All adds to the fun, We were seemingly exempt, possibly becausea |
was imvariably the only white person on the bus a source of great interest to the other
passengers.

A few days were spent exploring, including the King's palace and the national museum.
Swaziland has a proud history. 1twas first settled by nomadic tribes and inthe 19t hcen-
tury by a large influs of Zulus after their defeat by the British, While much of the history
is recorded orally and in paintings, there are a lot of 20th century photographs and fas
cinatirgly, a room dewvoted to the King's official cars dating back tothe 1930s. The King,
by the way, now has 15 wives and adds tothem every year at a festival called
"Umswanlga’ where selected virginal girls gather reeds and dance in homage to the King
ard Queen Mather, Itis traditional that the King selects one of the girls to be his rext
wife.

At the end of aur firstweek we returned to SA, through barder control once more, to a
family partytocelebrate the coming of age of a brother and sister. This was held ina
large rambling home in a tow nship in Johannesburg which remindsd me of the old lady
whao lhed in the shoe, People emenged from everywhere to greset us and by the time of
the party there were over 100 family members. The family took over the whole street. A
huge margues was erected, friends and neighbours turned up and soon thers was a
huge croved. My friend and |, being older guests, were treated with deference. Elizabeath



i5 mony one of the aldest in the family and a5 such treated with huge respect by all. She
i5 called ‘gogo’ which translates as 'grandm &’ but is a term of respect. | misheard David,
the present head of the family and my friend's nephew, who gave me the place of hon-
our and called me 'cool’ or at least that's what | thought he said and was duly flattersd.
He actuallysaid ‘moool’ which means grandfather but again a position of respect.

The evening progressed with traditional dancirg by boys and girls, all in Zulu dress, fol
lowed by much dancing, feasting and | have to say drinking, by all the guests. It finkshad
at about 4am and only then because there was a thunderstarm.

Back to Swaziland for our last week. We hired a car and went to Elizabeth's village. This
i5 inthe middie of nowhere up a long dirt road which dips and bends unnervirgly. Ap-
parenthy, the local buses provide a scary ride and the journey s accompanied by chick-
ens sfuawking, people screaming and grand prix standards of drivieg. The road is regu-
larby shut in the rainy season. The 'village’ is rather a misnomer as it consists of about
five rather grand family houses, belanging tothe Maloi family. Even though Elzabeth
lives in Keighley she retains her family home there. We met Auntie Katrina whao s owver
80 and last seen by us carrying a huge bundle of sticks on her haad to her cousin's
house and we met Uncle Nicodemus, who is almost 90 but still walks three miles to the
mearestshopon a regular basis.

Scattered over saveral miles are other groups of houses belonging to other families. This
entity constitutes the village. There i a small school and averywell attended church.
We were given blessings by all the family members.

Back in Mbabne Elizabath insistedwe go to the market. This was incredible Brightly
clad ladies saling all kinds of fruit and vegetables, stalls s2lling nothing but huge
sweatcorns which people eat on the street, and which when ground up is a staple food
like potatoses and called, in English, 'mealy meal’. Take it from me it is tasteless, The
market was vibrant, ravcous and very friendly. 5o, we then went to the bute hers who
sells enormous steaks and which people bar becue outside his shopon a barbecue which
b has provided. Eating these steaks, accompanied by rice and coo ked vegetables from
the marketwas a highlight of the trip.

Befare |wentto Swaziland, having led 3 somew hat sheltered life, | was a |ittle bit wor-
ried about lions, crocodiles and black mambas, particularly as Elizabeth, as a § yvear old
girl, was sent out with the cows every day by herselfl She had toward off wild animak
[small ones she assures me| and especially keep the cows away from the river, where
they would without question hawe been eaten by crocs. | did ook inthe river, from a
safe distance, but sadly | didn’t see amy crocodiles or hippos.

The flight back was uneventful. | resisted the urge to buy a Zulu spear and shield from
the souvenirshop. | think HM Custom s would have taken a dim view. 'We are going back
in September to watch the ‘Urswanlga’, hopefully hire a car and s2e some mare of the
countny. We could go to Kruger National Park but here there are lions etc and |am re-
serving judgement on thatl Itwas a memaorable trip, not least for the welcome | re-
ceived by all. People are so friendly and courteous and at lzast | can now say "hella’ -
'sawu bona’ and ‘goodbye which is 'sala kahle’.






